
LIKE US ON 
FACEBOOK! 

Stay up to date with current 
news and events on our 

Facebook page! 

MAY 2, 2021 | FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

CONTACT US 
Pastor - Fr. John Kunz 
Address: 632 S. Broad St.  
Mankato, MN 56001 
Office Hours 
Mon—Fri  9:00 am– 4:00 pm 
Office Phone: 507-625-3131 
Emergency (after hours)                    
please call 507-388-7239 
Email 
stjohnch@stjohnsmankato.net 
Website 
stjohnscatholicchurch.com 

MASS TIMES                                    
Tuesday - Thursday —8:15 am  
Friday  10:00 am 
Saturday   5:15 pm 
Sunday   8:00 am & 10:00 am 

RECONCILIATION 
Confessions will take place  
in the Adoration Chapel 
Saturday  4:30 pm  
or by appointment 
ADORATION  
Adoration is in the main church 
Mondays   7:00 am-noon 
Wednesdays   noon – 4:00 pm                  

 

With the Holy Spirit pouring the love of God into our hearts, we invite people to Christ by living like 
Christ through prayer, service, and learning. 

WELCOME! 

 

tel:5076253131
http://www.stjohnscatholicchurch.com/
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PARISH CONTACTS 
 
PARISH OFFICE: 507-625-3131  

 
PARISH STAFF  
Pastor Fr. John Kunz |  
frjohn@stjohnsmankato.net 
Pastoral Care Associate/Parish 
Administrator 
Mike Logeais | 
mike@stjohnsmankato.net  
Director of Liturgy/Music 
Jaci James |                              
jaci@stjohnsmankato.net  
Faith Formation  
Racheal Lehn 
rlehn@stjohnsmankato.net |  
Administrative Assistant/
Communications 
Michelle Lemyre | 
mlemyre@stjohnsmankato.net  
Administrative Assistant/Data 
Susan Durbala |  
susand@stjohnsmankato.net  
Building & Grounds Maintenance 
Jon Fitterer | 
jfitterer@stjohnsmankato.net  
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL  
Loyola Catholic School 
Phone: 507-388-0600  
Website: loyolacatholicschool.org  
 

LOYOLA AMBASSADORS 
St. John’s Parish 
Natalie Wiebold | 608-772-7994  

CALVARY CEMETERY 
Terry Miller  
Office 507-387-5784 | P 507-995-1010  

                                                                    
ST. JOHN’S ADMINISTRATIVE 
COUNCILS 
Pastoral Leadership Team:  
Dan Hansen | Jaci James | John Fell 
Mike Logeais | Christopher Meehan 
Mairin Bierer 
 
Finance Council:  
Kelsie Davis | James Loaney  
Lucas Schaefer |  Mike Burkhardt  
Mike Ludvik  |  Dianne Reuter  
Greg Nelson |  Tom Schueneman         
 
Parish Trustees: 
Gerald Hicks | Najwa Massad  

MONDAY,  MAY 3             1 COR 15:1-8; JN 14:6-14   

No Mass  

TUESDAY,  MAY 4            ACTS 14:19-28; JN 14:27-31A  

8:15am Word & Communion Service 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5     ACTS 15:1-6; JN 15:1-8  

8:15 am Word & Communion Service 

THURSDAY, MAY 6          ACTS 15:7-21; JN 15:9-11  
8:15 am Carol Armstrong †,  Peggy Sheehan † 

FRIDAY, MAY 7                    ACTS 15:22-31; JN 15:12-17 

10:00 am In Reparation for Our Sins,  Charles & Frances Dauw † 

SATURDAY, MAY 8        ACTS 16:1-10; JN 15:18-21 

5:15 pm Roger Simon †,  Barbara Barrie †,  Carol Fredrickson 

SUNDAY, MAY 9               ACTS 10:25-26,34-35,44-48; 1 JN 4:7-10; JN 15:9-17  

8:00 am   Patricia Norris †,  Archie Elbert † 

10:00 am Andy, Bob & Mary Rausch †,  Joe Phillips † 

FROM THE PASTOR 
As we approach the growing season for gardens and 
lawns, we recognize the work that is needed to grow our 
plants and seeds.  The growth happens often without our 
help.  However, sometimes we support or encourage the 
growth with pruning, weeding and tending.  This process 
is true for our spiritual lives.  God’s faithfulness is consistent 
and faithful.  At times our egos dominate our direction in 

life.  May we trust the needed pruning within ourselves. 
 
                        Peace, 
                                 
                                             Father John 

MASS INTENTIONS 

 
Reta Casper 

 
Who passed away April 21, 2021                                                                                               

 

 
Our deepest sympathy to her family 

http://www.stjohnscatholicchurch.com/


Fifth Sunday  of Easter 
May 1/2  2021 
 
Confiteor 
I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters,  
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words,  
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints,  
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
 
First Reading:        Acts 9:26-31  
Responsorial Psalm:      22:26-27, 28, 30, 31-32  
   
R/.       I will praise you, Lord, in the assembly of your people.  
 
Second Reading:                  1 Jn 3:18-24  
Gospel Reading:                   Jn 15:1-8  
 
Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
     the Father almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth, 
     of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
  born of the Father before all ages.   
God from God, Light from Light, 
     true God from true God, 
     begotten, not made, consubstantial with the           
     Father; 
     through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under  
Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
     the giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son is adored and             
     glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  

 
 
 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Acclamation                                                                        
1) We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your 
Resurrection until you come again.                                                                                           
                                                                                            

2) When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we pro-
claim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.                                                                              
 

3) Save us, Savior of the world, for by your Cross and 
Resurrection you have set us free.                                                               
 

Some people may still choose NOT to  receive Holy 
Communion when coming to Mass. For those who 
choose this acceptable option, we now invite you to 
pray  the Prayer for a Spiritual Communion. 
 

Prayer for a Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most 
Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You 
into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramen-
tally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from 
You. Amen.                                                                                                           
How and when do we receive Holy Communion? 
Ushers will a come forward to guide communicants to 
the procession by SECTION. Communicant  should 
then extend both hands, palms up, far in front of you.  
Keep your mask on and reply “Amen” when the minis-
ter says “the Body of Christ.”  Remain still as the minis-
ter places the Host in your hand.  Step 6’ aside, raise or 
lower mask to consume the Host, replace mask. 
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SACRAMENTS OF THE 
CHURCH 
Baptism - To prepare your child for 
Baptism, it is essential that parents 
participate in Pre-Jordan 
preparation.  
Marriage - Contact the parish office  
1 year in advance of wedding date. 
Marriage prep is required.  
Becoming Catholic - If you or 
someone you know are 
interested in becoming Catholic or 
have questions about the process 
(Christian Initiation), please contact 
the parish office.  
Sacrament of the Sick - Anointing  
If you have a serious illness, are 
facing hospitalization and/or 
surgery, please contact the parish 
office to arrange to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing of the 
Sick.  
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TODAY’S READINGS 
 
First Reading — When Saul 
arrived in Jerusalem he tried to 
join the disciples, but they were 
all afraid of him, not believing 
that he was a disciple. (Acts 9:26) 
 
Psalm —  I will praise you, Lord, in 
the assembly of your people.     
(Ps 22) 
 
Second Reading —  And his 
commandment is this: we should 
believe in the name of his Son, 
Jesus Christ, and love one 
another just as he commanded 
us. (1 Jn 3:23) 
 
Gospel Reading—  “I am the vine, 
you are the branches. 
Whoever remains in me and I in 
him will bear much fruit, because 
without me you can do 
nothing.” (Jn 15:5) 
 

SACRAMENTS LOYOLA NEWS  
                                                                         
 
Crusader Golf Classic 
Monday, May 17, 2021, Mankato Golf Club 
This event is a four-person scramble golf 
event friendly enough for the weekend 
golfer but challenging enough for the 
competitive player! The event includes 
great golf, numerous games and prizes, 
and a fun-filled day on the course. All 
proceeds support Loyola’s scholarship 
fund, allowing more families to access 
the benefits of a Catholic education! 
Register now at  
www.crusadergolfclassic.com! 
 
Lucky 20 
Loyola is officially launching this year's 
annual Lucky 20 fundraising raffle. 
By purchasing a Lucky 20 ticket or 
tickets, this not only gives you an 
opportunity to support Loyola but also 
gives you the possibility to fill your 
pockets. 
Details of the raffle: 
Grand Prize Winner  $10,000 
One (1)                      $ 5,000 
One (1)                      $ 1,000 
Two (2)                      $    500 
Fifteen (15)               $    200 
Winners will be drawn Monday, June 7, 
2021. Need not be present to win. 
 
Alumni news 
Did you know Loyola Catholic School 
has an alumni Facebook group? Join 
the group to see the latest alumni news, 
events, and to connect with your 
classmates! 

 
 
 
 
 
Every dollar given to our Crusader Fund 
allows Loyola to provide need-based 
tuition assistance scholarships for our  
families. To help us allow even more  
children to discover the Loyola 
difference please contact Brian Thomas 
or Matt Fink at (507) 388-0600 or at 
development@loyolacatholicschool.org. 
 
Admissions/Enrollment 
Did you know that over 40% of Loyola 
families receive needs-based aid in the 
form of tuition assistance or grants?  
Please email our admissions associate, 
Kerstyn Cafarelli at 
admissions@loyolacatholicschool.org, or 
call 507-386-5399 for more information 
or to schedule a tour.  
To apply for financial aid: https://
www.loyolacatholicschool.org/
admissions/tuition-assistance.cfm  
 
Employment opportunities 
Loyola will soon be offering bus service 
to some of our students outside of the 
District 77 bus routes. We are seeking a 
driver for the morning route, with the 
potential of adding an afternoon route. 
$18 per hour; Loyola will pay for a driver 
to get licensed.  For more information, 
please contact Trudi Clements, 507-388-
0606. 
 
 
 

MASS TIMES AROUND THE AREA 
DIOCESE WEEKLY TELEVISED MASS SCHEDULE: 
 
KTTW Channel 7 (Sioux Falls) at 7:00am 
KEYC Channel 10 (Mankato) at 7:30am 
KEYC-DT, Digital Channel 12.2 or                                                                                
Charter Channel 19 (Mankato) at 9:30am 
KAAL Channel 6 (Rochester) at 9:00am 
WKBT Channel 8 (LaCrosse) at 7:30am  

  Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service. 

      Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible.      
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FINANCES 

LITURGICAL CORNER 
Daily Communion Minister:  
May 3-7~  Jan Hughes 
 
May 8– 5:15 pm 
Communion Ministers:  Laura Schulte 
Lector:  Ken Klingsporn 
Ushers/Hospitality:  Elaine Koch, Les Kohler, Janice Malacek 
Cleaning:  Baumgard Family 
 
May 9 —8:00 am 
Communion Ministers: Betty Widmer-Blace 
Lector:  Mark Traxler 
Ushers/Hospitality:  Dan Kapsner, Patty Marzinske 
Cleaning: Blace Family 
 
May 9— 10:00 am 
Communion Ministers:  Lisa Vasquez 
Lector:  Lisa Vasquez 
Ushers/Hospitality: Fred Jensen, Bob Murphy 
Cleaning:  Vasquez Family 

THANK YOU —  To everyone who 
has been dropping off or mailing 
your weekly donations.  We un-
derstand that times are chal-
lenging for some. We are grate-
ful for whatever contributions 
you are able to make, as we con-
tinue to pay our utilities, payroll 
and other expenses.   Your gen-
erosity is much appreciated! 

Previous Total              $789,302.51                                       

APRIL 16-23, 2021 

Adult Support $    14,114.00 

Offertory $        149.00 
Holiday/Holy Day $        100.00 

Donations via 
website as of 4/23/21 

$       720.00 

ACH $    9,690.50 

Weekly Total                $   24,773.50 

Weekly Offering goal is:  
                      $ 18,163.73 

Year-to-date income as of  
4-16-2021:                       $814,076.01       

 

 St. John’s Prayer Network—                                                                                                                             
To submit a prayer request call:                  

 Mickey Bicek 388-5906 or Alice DiMeglio 345-5273                                
Email: Pastoral Care Associate at: mike@stjohnsmankato.net 

Money Counters 
 
May 5:  Team 2 
May 12:  Team 1 
May 19:  Team 2 

 

PEACE THROUGH PLANNING  
Death comes to each of us. Often we have very little forewarning or 
control over the circumstances of our dying. Planning for these end 
times is a gentle way of being supportive of our loved ones who, while 
grieving our dying, must also try to make a peaceful, orderly, and spir-
itual transition to living without us.  
If you or a loved one are facing final illness, death, and funeral plan-
ning, or you just want to prepare for that un-known day when you will 
be called home, ease the burden by picking up a “P” booklet. This 
guide is available at any time in the parish office and is designed to 
make the planning for end times a logical step in the life of a responsi-
ble and caring adult. 

 Did you know that you can now make  
donations by text? 

Text to 1-507-428-2929  

http://www.stjohnscatholicchurch.com/


06  

GOSPEL MEDITATION 
 

May 2, 2021  |  Fifth Sunday of Easter 

ADORATION 
Adoration is in the main church, not the Adoration Chapel 

Mondays 7:00 am-Noon  
Wednesdays Noon-4:00 pm 

Thursdays 7-8:00 pm 

 

Catholic Charities of Southern MN is offering 3 new ZOOM studies beginning in April!  Choose from:  
The Dignity of Work (led by Isaac Landsteiner – Mondays at 7:00PM, beginning April 20th), Fratelli Tutti (led by 
Lisa Kremer – Tuesdays at 7:00PM, beginning April 27th), or The Seven Themes of Catholic Social Teaching 
(led by Chad Cagle – Thursdays at 7:00PM, beginning on April 22nd).  For more information or to register,  
contact Lisa at lkremer@ccsomn.org– 507-360-3423. More information can be found at our                 
website:  (ccsomn.org) 

 

Flowers for Mary 
                                  Parishioners are invited to donate a gift of $25 or more for an arrangement of flowers or      

            greens to be displayed on the marble table below the Mary statue each weekend.  The   
                         donation may be in honor of or in memory of someone with or without a special occasion 
            designated, or just given as a family donation. The worship committee will use the money 

to purchase and arrange the flowers/décor.   
       This started in 2013.  Parishioners have supported this ministry for 8 years!   

 The season of Easter is almost over.  Would you like to see it continue?   
                                  If you have questions or would like to sponsor Flowers for Mary,  

please contact the parish office.   

“Spiraling out of control,” is a phrase that can easily describe the current display of human existence. In addition to 
the violence, unrest, uneasiness and turmoil that are common elements of our daily news, other essential pieces 
are misplaced or missing. Many lack an objective center around which to order and structure their lives or a clear 
set of definable goals or mores to act as guideposts and life directives. It appears that “feelings” have become a 
“new god” and traditional structures and ideals set aside. It is almost as if history only shows that we got this whole 
thing wrong and many are determined to finally set things right. The real truth, however, is that while wrongs and 
errors are certainly a part of our often-checkered past, it is hardly the case that all was wrong. It is not our task to 
rewrite the history of our lives, but to learn from mistakes that were made, and preserve the perennial wisdom at 
the root of our successes. Learning is an essential part of being human. 
 
     The question becomes, however, from whom do we learn? Some have such a hard time placing God in that posi-
tion, but that is precisely where God needs to be. God is the Master Teacher from whom all of humanity learns and 
gets its cues. It is in and through this relationship with the Gardener of Life that we are fashioned and pruned into 
the people we are intended to be and can be. It is only in God that we are able to find our best selves. Sadly, many 
think that religion too, as well as history in general, has also gotten all this wrong. Yet, our resurrection faith tells us 
differently. We are reminded, today especially, that we are meant to remain in Christ as Christ remains in us. We are 
also reminded that Jesus, the Incarnate God, is the vine upon which we grow, the branches that flow from the 
source of God’s life. 
 
     Giving up our will to God’s can be a painful endeavor. It is not easy to set our own desires and wants aside and 
allow God to step in and direct and guide our growth. But this is the only way to prevent deadly weeds from over-
taking us and bringing us to a place of self-destruction. God’s commandments are the very guideposts and bench-
marks we need, yet many seek to remove them from all public view because they appear to limit self-expression 
and suppress what is considered by many to be “human freedom.” They are the only way we can find freedom, 
however. And, until we learn this fundamental lesson, we will continue to spiral out of control, never really knowing 
who we are, what our potential can be or how life really can be lived. We will not know peace.     ©LPi 
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Our Catholic faith is universal – one teaching, one Church and one Body of Christ. From cradle to grave each 
of us learns of and experiences this faith most immediately and intimately in our local parish. The Bishop, as 
teacher of the faith, has the responsibility to assure that lifelong formation is a priority in the parishes and 
that the faithful are afforded opportunities to grow in the life of Christ through prayer and by experiences, 
reflections and studies. Critical to these efforts are faith-filled and competent catechetical and pastoral min-
isters.  
Thank you for your generosity! 
 
Our Parish Goal is $75, 345.00 
 
We have received $33,960.00 
 
From 121 parishioners. 
 
If you haven’t already contributed, please return your CMA pledge card today, or give online 
at www.catholicfsmn.org. 
 
Reminder: 100% of all funds raised over our goal are returned to our parish.  

 
To give online, visit www.catholicfsmn.org 

 

Employment Opportunity                                                                                                                             
St. John the Baptist has a position opening for our Director of Faith Formation. The role of the Director of 
Faith Formation is to facilitate, form and support the catechesis and spirituality of our children, families and 
other adults in the parish.  This will be accomplished by developing and offering formation, support, social 
and service opportunities via various media platforms and in person.  Areas of responsibility include:  
Sacramental Prep (First Communion and First Reconciliation,) Children's Faith Formation (PreK-Grade 5,) 
Adult Faith Formation, and RCIA.  A full job description is available on our website at:   
www.stjohnscatholicchurch.com/employment 

Diocese of Winona-Rochester - Child Sexual Abuse Policy Information  
The Diocese of Winona-Rochester will provide a prompt, appropriate and compassionate response to report-
ers of sexual abuse of a child by any diocesan agent (employees, volunteers, vendors, religious or clergy). An-
yone wishing to make a report of an allegation of sexual abuse should call the Victim Assistance Coordinator 
at 507-454-2270, Extension 255. A caller will be asked to provide his or her name and telephone number. In-
dividuals are also encouraged to take their reports directly to civil authorities. The Diocese of Winona-
Rochester is committed to protecting children, young people and other vulnerable people in our schools, 
parishes and ministries. The diocesan policy is available on the diocesan web site at www.dow.org under the 
Safe Environment Program. If you have any questions about the Diocese of Winona Rochester's implemen-
tation of the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People, please contact Mary Hamann, at 507-
858-1244, or mhamann@dow.org.  


