FEBRUARY 7, 2021 | F IFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

WELCOME!
CONTACT US

Pastor - Fr. John Kunz
Address: 632 S. Broad St.
Mankato, MN 56001
Office Hours
Mon –Friday 9:00 am– 4:00 pm
Office Phone: 507-625-3131
Emergency (after hours)

please call 507-388-7239

Email
stjohnch@stjohnsmankato.net
Website
stjohnscatholicchurch.com

MASS TIMES

Tues, Weds & Thurs —8:15 am
Friday 10:00 am
Saturday 5:15 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am

RECONCILIATION

Confessions will take place
in the Adoration Chapel
Saturday 4:30 pm or by
appointment

ADORATION

Mondays 7:00 am-noon
Wednesdays noon – 4:00 pm

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
Stay up to date with current
news and events on our
Facebook page!

With the Holy Spirit pouring the love of God into our hearts, we invite people to Christ by living like
Christ through prayer, service, and learning.
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PRAYER & WORSHIP

FROM THE PASTOR
Job says, “Is not life on earth drudgery?”

PARISH CONTACTS

Many of us have probably been asking that same question
at some point in the last year. It is an admission that some
experiences are not fun, enjoyable, nor desirable. Yet
these moments exist.

PARISH OFFICE: 507-625-3131

PARISH STAFF

Pastor Fr. John Kunz |
frjohn@stjohnsmankato.net
Pastoral Care Associate/Parish
Administrator
Mike Logeais |
mike@stjohnsmankato.net
Director of Liturgy/Music
Jaci James |
jaci@stjohnsmankato.net
Faith Formation
Kelly Huber |
khuber@stjohnsmankato.net
Faith Formation
Racheal Lehn
rlehn@stjohnsmankato.net |
Administrative Assistant/
Communications
Michelle Lemyre |
mlemyre@stjohnsmankato.net
Administrative Assistant/Data
Susan Durbala |
susand@stjohnsmankato.net
Building & Grounds Maintenance
Jon Fitterer |
jfitterer@stjohnsmankato.net

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Loyola Catholic School
Phone: 507-388-0600
Website: loyolacatholicschool.org

LOYOLA AMBASSADORS
St. John’s Parish
Natalie Wiebold | 608-772-7994

CALVARY CEMETERY

Terry Miller
Office 507-387-5784 | P 507-995-1010

ST. JOHN’S ADMINISTRATIVE
COUNCILS
Pastoral Leadership Team:
Dan Hansen | Jaci James | John Fell
Mike Logeais | Christopher Meehan
Mairin Bierer

Jesus constantly was with people who lived in that place—sickness,
darkness, drudgery. His presence was enough to lift them up and reveal
a new way of life. In these February days we need Jesus to lift us up and
reveal a new path.
Peace,
Father John

MASS INTENTIONS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8

GN 1:1-19; MK 6:53-56

No Mass

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
8:15am

GN 1:20—2:4A; MK 7:1-13

Jim Wandersee †

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10
8:15 am

Charlie Frost †, Broderick Family †

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 11
8:15 am

GN 3:1-8; MK 7:31-37

Bernardine Vermeersch †, Patricia Norris †, John Flintrop †

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 13
5:15 pm

GN 2:18-25; MK 7:24-30

Gil & Jerre Berens †

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12
10:00 am

GN 2:4B-9, 15-17; MK 7:14-23

GN 3:9-24; MK 8:1-10

Living & Deceased members of the Grausam Family,
Troy Mueller †, Gretchen Adams †, Barbara Barrie †

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 14

LV 13:1-2, 44-46; 1 COR 10:31-11:1;
MK 1:40-45

8:00 am

Rick Cauley †, David Pearson †

10:00 am

Mary Ann Vogel †, Delores Reuter †

Finance Council:
Kelsie Davis | James Loaney
Lucas Schaefer | Mike Burkhardt
Mike Ludvik | Dianne Reuter
Greg Nelson

Who passed away January 23, 2021

Parish Trustees:
Gerald Hicks | Najwa Massad

Our deepest sympathy to his family

Alex Durenberger

632 S. Broad St. Mankato, MN 56001 | 507.625.3131 | stjohnch@stjohnsmankato.net | stjohnscatholicchurch.com
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Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
February 6/7 2021
Confiteor
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do,
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
First Reading:
Responsorial Psalm:
R/.

Jb 7:1-4, 6-7
Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6

Praise the Lord, who heals the brokenhearted.

Second Reading:
Gospel Reading:

1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23
Mk 1:29-39

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,

born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the
Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Eucharistic Acclamation
1) We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your
Resurrection until you come again.
2) When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your Death, O Lord, until you come again.
3) Save us, Savior of the world, for by your Cross and
Resurrection you have set us free.

Some people may still choose NOT to receive Holy
Communion when coming to Mass. For those who
choose this acceptable option, we now invite you to
pray the Prayer for a Spiritual Communion.
Prayer for a Spiritual Communion
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most
Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You
into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace
You as if You were already there and unite myself
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from
You. Amen.

How and when do we receive Holy Communion?

Ushers will a come forward to guide communicants to
the procession by SECTION. Communicant should
then extend both hands, palms up, far in front of you.
Keep your mask on and reply “Amen” when the minister says “the Body of Christ.” Remain still as the minister places the Host in your hand. Step 6’ aside, raise or
lower mask to consume the Host, replace mask.
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SACRAMENTS
SACRAMENTS OF THE
CHURCH

Baptism - To prepare your child for
Baptism, it is essential that parents
participate in Pre-Jordan
preparation.
Marriage - Contact the parish office
1 year in advance of wedding date.
Marriage prep is required.
Becoming Catholic - If you or
someone you know are
interested in becoming Catholic or
have questions about the process
(Christian Initiation), please contact
the parish office.
Sacrament of the Sick - Anointing
If you have a serious illness, are
facing hospitalization and/or
surgery, please contact the parish
office to arrange to receive the
Sacrament of the Anointing of the
Sick.

LOYOLA NEWS
Wired to the Heart Virtual Gala,
supporting Loyola Catholic School
Saturday, February 6, 2021 This virtual
event is free; you do not need to
purchase anything to tune in! This
event will be presented LIVE on the
website: 6:30 pre-event, 7:00-8:00pm
event, 8:00-9:00 post-event musical
entertainment by Tyler Herwig. Make
sure you know your virtual set-up for
the night! Two devices are
recommended; One to watch on and
one to bid on!
To get all the event details check out
the FAQ tab on our website
www.wiredtotheheart.com
Admissions/EnrollmentAre you looking
for school options for next year? Give
us a call to find out what Loyola is all
about! Contact Kerstyn Cafarelli, 507386-5399 or
kcafarelli@loyolacatholicschool.org for
more information or to schedule a
tour. Applications are open for the 2021
-2022 school year! Spaces are filling
quickly in Preschool and Kindergarten,
apply now on our website:

loyolacatholicschool.org to ensure your
student has a spot at Loyola next year.
Employment opportunities
Loyola is seeking a kindergarten
teacher for the 2021/22 school year. The
full job posting can be found on our
website: www.loyolacatholicschool.org
Loyola will soon be offering bus service
to some of our students outside of the
District 77 bus routes. We are seeking
a shuttle driver for the morning route,
with the potential of adding shifts. For
more information, please contact Trudi
Clements, 507-388-0606.Loyola is also
hiring a Director of Development to
support and sustainably strengthen
our Advancement Department. The
Director will help assist in our
fundraising efforts, manage and train
current staff, and be a key player in our
future campaign efforts. If you or
someone you know is qualified for this
position, please contact Trudi
Clements, 507-388-0606.
Your parish support makes all we do,
learn, and celebrate at Loyola
possible.

Leading through Faith, Academic Excellence, and Service.

HELPING OUR COMMUNITY
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — I am filled with
restlessness until the dawn.
(Jb 7:4)

ECHO Food Shelf: It has come to our attention that ECHO Food Shelf
needs donations because of cancelled food drives and an increased
need because of the pandemic. Financial donations are best because
they can buy in bulk and get more for the money. However, any donation of food or money is appreciated at this time. All donations can be
brought to the church and we will forward them to ECHO. Checks
should be made out to ECHO Food Shelf. Thank you for your assistance!

Psalm — Praise the Lord, who
heals the brokenhearted. (Ps 147)
Second Reading — I have
become all things to all, to save
at least some.
All this I do for the sake of the
gospel,
so that I too may have a share in
it. (1 Cor 9:22-23)
Gospel Reading— He cured
many who were sick with various
diseases, and he drove out many
demons, not permitting them to
speak because they knew him.
(Mk 1:34)

MASS TIMES AROUND THE AREA
DIOCESE WEEKLY TELEVISED MASS SCHEDULE:
KTTW Channel 7 (Sioux Falls) at 7:00am
KEYC Channel 12 (Mankato) at 7:30am
KEYC-DT, Digital Channel 12.2 or
Charter Channel 19 (Mankato) at 9:30am
KAAL Channel 6 (Rochester) at 9:00am
WKBT Channel 8 (LaCrosse) at 7:30am
632 S. Broad St. Mankato, MN 56001 | 507.625.3131 |
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FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP

LITURGICAL CORNER
Liturgical Ministers will be contacted by Jaci

Flowers for Mary
For February 6/7

FINANCES
The information needed to for
this week’s financial report
was not available at the time
of print. Next week’s bulletin
will have the updated information. Thank you for understanding.

Money Counters:
February 10: Team 2
February 17: Team 1
February 24: Team 2
THANK YOU — To everyone who
has been dropping off or mailing
your weekly donations. We understand that times are challenging for some. We are grateful for whatever contributions
you are able to make, as we continue to pay our utilities, payroll
and other expenses. Your generosity is much appreciated!

given by Susan & Doug Durbala
In honor of Family
There is one opening before Lent if you would like to
sponsor Flowers for Mary. Please contact the Parish Office
if you would like to do so.

PEACE THROUGH PLANNING

Death comes to each of us. Often we have very little forewarning or
control over the circumstances of our dying. Planning for these end
times is a gentle way of being supportive of our loved ones who, while
grieving our dying, must also try to make a peaceful, orderly, and spiritual transition to living without us.
If you or a loved one are facing final illness, death, and funeral planning, or you just want to prepare for that un-known day when you will
be called home, ease the burden by picking up a “P” booklet. This
guide is available at any time in the parish office and is designed to
make the planning for end times a logical step in the life of a responsible and caring adult.

Did you know that you can now make
donations by text?

Text to 1-507-428-2929
ADORATION

Adoration is in the main church, not the Adoration Chapel
Mondays 7:00 am-Noon
Wednesdays Noon-4:00 pm

St. John’s Prayer Network—
To submit a prayer request call:
Mickey Bicek 388-5906 or Alice DiMeglio 345-5273
Email: Pastoral Care Associate at: mike@stjohnsmankato.net
632 S. Broad St. Mankato, MN 56001 | 507.625.3131 | stjohnch@stjohnsmankato.net | stjohnscatholicchurch.com
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GOSPEL MEDITATION
If I only knew then what I know now, how different life would be. This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is
found on every human being’s lips at one point or another. Life may have brought us to a vulnerable place
where we see some of the poor choices we made and the effects they are having. Perhaps we fell into some
destructive and dysfunctional relationships or behaviors and are finding how they held us captive. Our zeal
and passion for life may have drifted away and we are waking up to the reasons apathy has taken hold. Life
can be hard. In fact, some would describe their lives as a drudgery. They walk through each day with an anxious unsettledness, wondering when their restlessness will cease. There is a temptation to believe that what I
see is all I will get. Mortality and hopelessness await the dawn. If I could only have known what would come in
the future, I could have made better choices and avoided all of this misery!
Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to
stumble over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we don’t make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of selfpity and realize the new life God is calling us to, then there are thrills, adventures, surprises, and soulsearching graces we can surely miss. We are not tethered to our past nor are we bound to the ills life can
bring upon us. We are never hopeless or helpless. The problem is that our myopic vision only allows us to see
the misery and misfortune that is before us, not the potential that can come from choosing healthier and
more life-giving options. Jesus came that we might have fullness of life. We need to learn how to reach for Jesus’ hand and let him help us to our feet.
We need to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We have to wrestle with our histories, agonize and
search and cry out for the Divine healing we need to restore our faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how
his story would end or trust the guidance of the God who called him. We live in that same blindness and suffer from the same lack of confidence. Once we allow ourselves to be touched by God’s healing power, we
begin to see that all of the pieces of our lives are necessary parts of a greater whole. Along the way of our lives,
God uses our omissions and failures to create new things and possibilities. When doors close, others open and
we can be amazed by the joyful and unexpected surprises we receive. Once we know the power of God’s creative, healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic presence, it is no wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of others and show them what life can be. ©LPi

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP
The Audacity of Holiness
Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety — that’s important, too, in its own way. But right now,
I’m speaking of holiness.
St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of the heart that makes us humble and little in the arms of
God, aware of our weakness, and confident — in the most audacious way — in His Fatherly goodness.”
The holy person sees a storm on the horizon of life, and rather than give themselves over to fear and despair
(natural and understandable reactions), regards the gathering winds as an opportunity to rely more fully on
God. The holy person takes a bad situation and sanctifies it with charity and understanding that defies our
fallen human nature.
Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes of a fever when Jesus grasped her hand. It wasn’t until she took
his hand and allowed him to help her up that “the fever left her and she waited on them.” Before the fever
could leave her, she had to commit to holiness — to put her trust in him in a most audacious way. She had to
find it within herself to lift her weakened hand to grasp his — and as soon as she did, she was rewarded. Her
bodily health restored, she gave thanks, and attended to his needs.
God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, even if the fever of sin and pride and worldly concerns
rages in our souls? Will we muster the strength? Will we be audacious enough to have confidence in His Fatherly goodness? — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©LPi
February 7, 2021 | Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
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QUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR 2020 GIVING STATEMENT?
We would like to call attention to two things: Giving Statements and Updating your information.
By now, many of you are receiving your Giving Statement from the church in the mail. You may have some
questions as to why all your donations do not show up on the statement.
It is important to note that our giving statements do not show all types of donations for certain tax reasons.
As an example, if you made a donation as a qualified charitable contribution from your IRA it would not show
up on your donation statement because the church received it as a Non taxable distribution.
Please watch the bulletin for more information in the weeks ahead as we are beginning a communication
effort to better inform our membership about giving to the church as well as how to keep your membership
information up to date. Change of address, phone or email address are common things that you can update
yourself online. We will be sharing how a little at a time or you can call the office to learn more at your convenience.

THE CHURCH IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
Next week we will take up the Collection for the
Church in Central and Eastern Europe.
This collection supports the Church in more than 25
countries that still struggle to recover from former
communist rule.
Funds form this collection support pastoral care, catechesis, building renovations, and seminary formation.
Your support restores the Church and builds the future
in those regions.
Please prayerfully consider how you can support the
collection next week.
More information can be found at www.usccb.org/ccee

BIRTHRIGHT RAFFLE DRAWING
Once again it is time for the annual benefit raffle drawing for Birthright.
Raffle tickets are $5 each. Tickets can be picked up in the parish office,
or by contacting David Mutch at 507-387-5406.
The Knights of Columbus thank you for your support, but more importantly,
Birthright thanks you.
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